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Who’s who

Rector: Rev Canon Stephen Prior 01933 312554
The Rectory, Rectory Road, Rushden, NN1o oHA
email: sprior@toucansurf.com

Curate: Rev Phil Nightingale 01933 356906
36 Meadow Sweet Road, Rushden NN10 0GA
email: philnightingale@hotmail.com

Intern: Helen Smedley 01933 312198
11 Park Place, Rushden NN10 oRR
email: hisimcock@gmail.com

Readers: Ruth Compton, Don Merrifield, Tony Smith
Reader Emeritus: John Dixon

Hall Bookings: Pam & Paul Bailey 01933 313195
7 Kenilworth Close, Rushden, NN1o oQH

St Mary’s Churchwardens:

Kate Woodfield, 19, Kendal Close, Rushden, NN10 0QF 01933 412836
Don Merrifield, 46, Milton St, Higham Ferrers, NN10 8BG 01933 358218
St Mary’s Church Office Tues--Thurs: 10.00-12noon: 01933 412235

Pam Bailey, Marion Bates, Sue Prior
Website: Sue Prior

email: stmaryschurchoffice@btinternet.com
website: www.stmaryschurchrushden.org

Facebook: stmaryschurchrushden .j
Newton Bromswold Churchwardens
Bob Lines, 25 Church Lane, Newton Bromswold, NN10 0oSR: 01933 315864
Anna Giles, 26 St. Margaret’s Avenue, Rushden NN10 9YH 01933 770675

Newton Bromswold Website: www.newtonchurch.co.uk

] inti All monies to
grapevine SubSCI'lptIOI‘IS Peter & Barbais Coxon
One year’s subscription (10 issues) £5 11 Oakpits Way
Postal subscription: £10 Rushden NN10 oPP

e-mail: pguineapigt1@aol.com

Large Print Editions are available in
Phone: 01933 356330

church or may be pre-ordered.

Any changes to order or details of delivery to: The Church Office
e-mail: stmaryschurchoffice@btintemet.com  Phone: 01933 412235
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Jumbo

Jumble
Sale

Saturday 2 March

10am to 12 noon
In the church hall
Admission 50p
Bargains Galore

All enquiries to Edna: 01933 357253
Proceeds to Recovery House (ENCS)
and Church Mission Funds

Items for the
April grapevine
should be sent by
Sunday 17 March

to Jude Curtis
either by email:
missjudecurtis@btinternet.com
or [as a last resort] left in the
letterbox outside the office

Please include your name and
phone number with any submission
in case we need to contact you.
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Letter from Phil

Come to me,
all you who are weary and burdened,
and | will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you
and learn from me,
for | am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls.
For my yoke is easy
and my burden is light.

Matthew 11: 28-30

The road of life can feel very long, and as it goes on it can also weigh
increasingly heavily upon us. Inthese verse Jesus recognises that truth -
that life can feel burdensome and tiring. Often — although others may
not know it — deep within we feel the weight of things that have
happened in our life. Things we have done or things that others have
done, make us feel weighed down; and we long for rest from those
burdens.

It could be the burden of worry that has haunted us throughout our life.
We constantly fear the future, the unknown, and we seem to worry about
ourselves and our family and our friends constantly. It could be the burden
of sadness: throughout life so many difficult and upsetting things have
happened that we live under a great weight of sadness. It might be that
the loss of a loved one or a traumatic time in our past is still present to us,
though it was now long ago.

However, almost universally, we are all weighed down by guilt: the guilt
that has come through an awareness of the wrong things we have
thought, said or done; the guilt of the knowledge that how we acted has
affected others. So often we are heavy with guilt because we feel it
keeping us away from God. Jesus spoke of sin as just such a problem - a
barrier between us and God. The burden of guilt, the weight of sadness
that accompanies it, and the encumbering worry about what to do with it
all as we come before God, can be a heavy drain upon us.

Martin Amis — the famous British author of Money and London Fields —
spoke about this issue in an interview with the BBC. He said these words:
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‘The one thing | do envy about the Christian faith is it offers a place for my
guilt to be taken away. | am full of guilt in my life and | carry it around with
me every day, throughout the months and arches of the years. It haunts me
at each corner of life, and | have nowhere to take it’.

Wonderfully, Jesus speaks into the reality of taking the burden of guilt away
in these verses of Matthew’s Gospel. He says that for those who come and
trust in him, for those who are weary and burdened in life, he brings rest for
our souls. Rest is a wonderful thing, isn’t it? The burden of all the things we
have done wrong, along with all the accompanying worry, sadness and guilt,
can be handed over to Jesus. He takes them from us and gives us rest.

The Pilgrim’s Progress is the second most published book in the English
language since it was published over 300 years ago. It’s author, John Bunyan,
wrote about how the knowledge of Jesus’ death on the cross for his sin
affected Christian, the main character of the book. Here is a short section:

“Christian, being heavily burdened by that great load
upon his back, came upon that place where there stood
a Cross. So | saw in my dream, that just as Christian came
up to the cross, his burden loosed from off his shoulders,
and fell from off his back, and began to tumble; and so
continued to do till it fell off completely, and was seen no
more. Then was Christian glad and lightsome, and said,
with a merry heart, "Christ hath given me rest by his
SOrrow, And life by his death." Then he stood still awhile to look and
wonder; for it was very surprising to him, that the sight of the cross should
thus ease him of his burden. He looked therefore, and looked again, even
till the springs that were in his head sent the waters down his cheeks.”

When we, like Christian in the story, acknowledge the reality of our burden
of sin, and approach Jesus, allowing him to take that burden from us, we
find that we are able to come to God with ease. Once Jesus removes our sin,
the weight of sin and guilt falls away and we are able to come before God
trusting that there is no sin which he has not already forgiven.

We don’t have to earn God’s favour, or our place in church. Whoever we are
and whatever we’ve done, when we come to the Cross, Jesus clears the
way for us to come to God who will draw close to us in his Word and in
prayer.

Phil Nightingale
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You may have spotted that instances of serendipity
tend to march across my visits to Scotland like placard
-hoisting protesters. The innocent exploration of
innocuous fiction is studded with noisy cross-
references—which appear in what should be sleep
time but rarely is. The culprit this time was Margaret Drabble’s The Sea
Lady, an admirably well-written [and surprisingly accurate scientific]
account of two interconnected lives doomed to separation. Along the way
Drabble refers to the fact that Alfred Russel Wallace was one of the pall-
bearers at Charles Darwin’s funeral. The same fact is noted with similar
interest and almost identical wording in Elisabeth Gilbert’s The Signature
of All Things written some seven years later but read by me only three days
earlier. A couple of simple sentences converged on an unanswered
question from twenty years ago and a History of Science module at the OU
as to whether the perceived rivalry between the two evolutionists really
existed or was just early media hype.

Why does this kind of serendipity always stop me in my tracks and send
me off into areas of research I hadn’t bargained on? No idea. | was unsure
whether to inflict my Requiem for a Hat on you this month until | went to
the local Guild meeting for a talk about the charity Scottish Guide Dogs for
the Blind. The speaker, Charlotte, was knowledgeable and fascinating, as
was her canine companion, Christie. Towards the end she held up
something called a Canadian Cane, describing the journeys it had taken,
and the countries it had explored, when too much paperwork and hassle
had prevented her dog joining her. The
object with its neat free-moving white
sphere and natty snap extensions, not
to mention its well-travelled character,
reminded me poignantly of my equally
well-travelled Galapagos Hat. That was
acquired on the island of Santa Cruz,
from the Darwin Research Station gift
shop at the turn of the Millennium. It
was the colour of slightly damp sand,




not too rigid, and wide brimmed to protect from desert sun and
unexpected rain. It rolled into a not-too-bulky package for the pocket. Its
slightly stiffened brim flopped down sufficiently to protect the ears from
cold and there was a draw string through the hat band which could be
tightened to prevent loss to a gale. Last year | gave it an overhaul with
brown bias binding to cover the fraying sections of the brim. It came with
the Ecuadorian national colours taped into a seam and an embroidered
blue-footed booby on the front. To that | added a discrete ICHTHYS. It was
my constant companion from Ecuador to Colombia, then Beirut [twice],
Damascus [twice], Libya, Rome [5 times], Aleppo, Gibraltar, and
Portpatrick [x14]. | even wore it on the almost-forgotten

St Mary’s Snowdon climb in 2003. On tough days in the church office |
wore it at the computer.

Then, sometime this summer, around the date of the Yelden Strawberry
Fayre, | couldn’t find it. | kept expecting to turn over a cushion, or
rearrange a pile of clothes or turn out the pockets of a rucksack and
unearth it, but slowly it became clear that it had gone - perhaps for good.

I’m not proud that I miss it so much: that the loss of something so
ordinary and material should speak to me so strongly about the business
of loss. I’'m more than slightly reassured after reading an almost
throwaway passage in H L Gee’s Winter Journey of 1938: one of the books
which fit my criteria for the ongoing preoccupation with pilgrimage and
wisdom. He surmises that ‘the simplest article of everyday use, were we
to examine it carefully enough, leads us to mystery.’ [pg 76] Later he
describes a moment when ‘... a cold wind ... blew my hat off ... Happily |
rescued it — for | was anxious that it should go all the way home with me,
and that | might hang it in the hall as a trophy, if not of war, then of
victory brought through exile.” [pg 180]

| do so know what he means. Requiem in Pace.
Jude Curtis

Drabble, Margaret, The Sea Lady (London: Penguin, 2007) [2006]

Gee, H. L., Winter Journey: Some Account of a Friendly Man’s Adventures (London:
Epworth Press, 1950) [1938]

Gilbert, Elizabeth, The Signature of All Things (London: Bloomsbury, 2014) [2013]



St Mary’s News

BLACK BUTTONS
Please look in
your button tin
for black buttons
that you no longer want! °
Julie and Ellen require black

buttons for the centre of poppies
that they are making in preparation
for a remembrance display. You may
put them at the back of churchin a
Button Box there for the purpose.
Thank you!

LADIES’ GROUP

At the February meeting of the
Ladies’ Group, Tom Partridge-
Underwood proved to be a very
entertaining and amusing speaker.
His “Mullocks and Memories”
created laughter and reminiscences.
His “stuff” from home recalled so
many wonderful anecdotes and
prompted recollections from all of
us. You were a real tonic, Tom—
thank you!

We open each meeting with prayer,
areading and a hymn and this
reminds us all of our love and
commitment to each other as an
extended and supportive Christian
family.

On 13 March we have our AGM,
followed by a talk from the Rev Phil
Nightingale. Please come along and
share an afternoon with us.

Contact Cynthia 359590.
8

REFLECTIVE EVENING WORSHIP
SUNDAY 24 MARCH

6pm

Come experience this service of
quiet and meditative worship in the
Pemberton Chapel led by our
Readers Ruth Compton and Tony
Smith.

ST MARY’S
ANNUAL MEETINGS
Annual Vestry Meeting
Annual Parochial Church Meeting
Tuesday 2 April in Church

All residents of the parish of Rushden

St Mary’s may vote at the Annual Vestry
Meeting. Electoral Roll members may
vote at the APCM. Please check the list
at the back of church if you are not
certain whether you are on the Electoral
Roll. Forms are available at the back of
church.

If you are part of the leadership of a
group within our parish, please submit a
written report on your activities during
the past year to the Church Office by

3 March (or as soon as possible) in
preparation for a written report to be
circulated to the congregation.




St Mary’s News

LENT

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday,
6 March when we will sharein a
service of Holy Communion at
St Peter’s Rushden at 7.30pm.

Lent Lunches will be held in our
Church Hall each Wednesday from
13 March from 12noon to 1.00pm
followed by a short (15 min)
meditation in Church.

Mothering Sunday on 31 March
will be celebrated in our church
services with thanks for all God’s
grace given to us through our
Mothers and our church family.

SERMON SERIES ON 2 PETER

“Make every effort

to add to your faith.”
2 Peter 1.5

In the Second of Peter’s Letters in
the New Testament, Peter urges

his readers to respond to the
wonderful gift of God’s salvation
by adding to it. Now in one way
we can never add to what God has
done for us in Jesus. On the other
hand, we must not just sit back
and be lazy Christians! The fitting
and right response to the gift of
God is to carry on and develop—
to grow! The ladder to the right
illustrates the virtues that we are
to add to our faith. 2 Peter 1.9
says, we need each of these “in
increasing measure.” This is a sure
way we can grow as Christians.

‘LADDER LIST’
BOOKMARK

LOVE

BROTHERLY
KINDNESS

GODLINESS
PERSEVERANCE
SELF-CONTROL
KNOWLEDGE
GOODNESS
FAITH

2 Peter 1.5-8

“Make every effort (be diligent)
TO ADD to (supplement)
Your FAITH goodness,...

“If you possess these qualities in
increasing measure they will
keep you from being
ineffective...”

THE GROWING CHRISTIAN

Revd Martin P Tanner




St Mary’s News

VISIT BRIAN & VAL HODGKIN

24 MARCH

Our mission partners from Wycliffe
Bible Translators—Brian and Val—
will be joining us on 24 March for our
morning services. We will also be
having a Bring & Share lunch that day
after church. Please put it in your
diary now! A sign-up sheet is at the
back of the church.

FOR SALE: MOBILITY SCOOTER
Mobility Scooter (fairly new, good
working order, surplus to
requirements) New £1,000; now
£500. Please contact Rosemary
Nayyar tel 418539.
THANK YOU to everyone for the
card and flower arrangement
delivered by Anne on the morning of
my 8oth Birthday. | had a lovely day.
Ann Whitworth.

Flower Rota

March 2019
Behind the Communion Table
March 3 Mrs Ellen Inwood
Contact: Jean Tombling: 418072
There are no flowers during Lent.
Memorial Chapel
March 24  Mrs Margaret Clarke

If anyone wishes to give flowers in
memory of loved ones please
contact me, Brenda Dixon, 358982
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EASTER HOLIDAY CLUB

15-17 APRIL

Booking forms are now available for
the Easter Holiday Club which will run
from Monday to Wednesday at the
beginning of Holy Week from 9.30am
to 12 noon. Kids learn about Easter
and have loads of fun! The cost is £15

From the Registers

Baptism

13 January 2019
Betsy Florence Butler

Funerals

Thursday 31 January 2019
Keith Ernest Nutter
5 May 1932—21 January 2019

Wednesday 6 February 2019
Audrey Ruby Axten
12 April 1926—6 January 2019

Prayer, Praise & Presence

Please join us for a time of informal
contemporary worship, intercessory
prayer and prayer ministry at 7.45pm

on the Third Thursday of each
month: 21 March




St Mary’s News

ST MARY’S PCC SUMMARY 5 FEB

A Parish Picnic Afternoon will take
place on Saturday 31 August in the
church grounds. There will be games,
including volleyball, and a BBQ
supper.

Saturday Night Takeaway (SNT) held
in January had around 30 children
and adults attending a high energy
event. The night was enjoyed by
everyone. The next SNT is due to
take place on 11 May and they are
looking into expanding the
advertising.

Mission tithes 2019. One of our
mission partners for some years,
Bishop Abelino, is no longer
supported by CMS. The Mission
Committee asked the PCC that the
portion (20%) of the tithe previously
allocated for his support be donated
to Tearfund (The Evangelical Alliance
Relief Fund), which works alongside
local churches and other locally-
based organisations in over fifty
countries to help raise the poor out
of poverty. Our Lent collection this
year will be donated to Tearfund;
the government (UK Aid Match) has
agreed to match the money raised.
Collecting boxes will be available
from 1 March.

The new Parish Safeguarding Policy
for Children and Vulnerable Adults
was agreed at PCC.

Rushden East Development. There
have been meetings with East
Northants District Council planning
officers as construction is expected
to start in 2020. A Council of
Churches meeting discussed the new
estate and how it will impact the
churches in Rushden. Much of the
new estate will be in the St. Mary’s
parish. We are keen to have a Church
Primary and Secondary school and
will be reminding the new Diocesan
Education Director Peter Cantley of
this.

\d
oD
Monthly event for dads, stepdads,
granddads or male carers and their
younger children [0-6 yrs]. Children
enjoy a range of toys including

bouncy castle, sit-on cars and
inflatable ball pool.

Saturday 16 March

9.30am—12noon
St Mary’s Church Hall
Adults £3: children free
Just turn up!
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You might like to know...

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
FRIDAY 1 MARCH 2pm
SALVATION ARMY

Everyone is welcome to attend a ser-
vice for the World Day of Prayer at
the Salvation Army at 2pm on 1
March.

BISHOPS BIBLE DAY: 16 MARCH
The next of Bishop Donald’s Bible
Day’s will be on Saturday 16 March at
Northampton High School, NN4
6UU. Admission is free but donations
welcome. Places can be booked on
01604 887049 or at book-
ings@peterborough-diocese.org.uk.

OUTREACH: 16 MARCH

Also on Saturday 16 March, 10am to
3pm: Casting Your Nets: ‘equipping
you and your church to reach family,
friends, work colleagues, neighbours
and strangers with the Gospel’ at
South End infant School, Wymington
Road, Rushden, NN10 9JU. Training
by Rev Andy Godfrey from Outreach
UK. Suggestion donation of £10 to
cover costs. Organised by the High
Street Independent Wesleyan
Church. Places can be booked from
Rev Phil Hearson on 01933 312392 or

text 07855 593051

12

CMS MID NORTHANTS GROUP
FRIDAY 29 MARCH 10.30am

A morning with Daniel Kirk at
Rushden St Peter’s Church, including
lunch (£7.00) Contact Edna
Wadsworth 01933 357253.

DEF MEETING THURSDAY 4 APRIL
The Peterborough Evangelical
Diocesan Fellowship AGM will be
held at St Peter’s Church, Rushden
(NN10 9UJ), followed by a talk by
Andrew Atherstone (Wycliffe Hall,
Oxford, and biographer of
Archbishop Justin Welby) on
Reforming the Church of England
Today - lessons from Bishop J C Ryle:
7pm buffet; 7.45 AGM, and 8.10-
9.15pm address & discussion. See
Andrew Presland for more details

(01933 316927).
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Just hold your plate under one
of the roof pancakes until it falls off
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News from Newton

Altar Flowers
(No flowers during Lent)

St Peter’s Annual Meetings
The Annual Vestry and Annual

Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)
for St Peter’s Church will take place  There will be plants
on Wednesday 27 March at 7.30pm ¢4 sale and afternoon teas.

in the church.

Cowslip and Fritillary Days

On Saturday 13 April
and Sunday 14 April
from 2pm - 4pm, we
Celebrate Cowslip
and Fritillary Days.

Prayer

In this time of turmoil...
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Easter Bunny Drive
On Saturday 27 April at 6pm),
ther&’will be an Easter Bunny
Drive: Adults £5; Children £2.50.
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Visitors welcome £3.50 includes
refreshments

==

Contact 01933 317846

www.24-7prayer.co.uk/ I
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You might like to know. ..

gL

Another life? All of life?

It was interesting to see that Dame
Caroline Spelman MP, whose

‘Stop No-Deal’ amendment in the
House of Commons on 29 January was
one of the few that passed, is also a
Church of England Second Estates
Commissioner, and writes in the latest
Embrace news bulletin about a recent
trip to Palestine and Israel thus:

“It is possible to walk in Jesus’
footsteps largely unaware of the
tumultuous politics surrounding [the
holy sites for Christians] ... The building
of walls seems to be all the rage in our
modern world, but the brutality of the
separation wall surprised me, especially
where it cuts Bethlehem off from
Jerusalem. A graffiti artist put my
thoughts into words by saying, “The
Berlin wall came down and so will this.”
... Embrace brought us into contact
with individuals who challenged our
preconceptions ... it was as if no sooner
had we formed a view than it was
challenged all over again. The residual
Christian population is now only 1 per
cent... and it too faces the threat of
having its land confiscated for Israeli
Jewish settlers... Recently ... the
Christian denominations ... shut the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre to tourists
to make this point. But it has the

/ Y
;
,

potential to help both sides be
reconciled. Its hospitals and school
offer Christians and Muslims the chance
to get to know each other and build the
bonds of peace. If only the Christians, as
one liberal Rabbi beseeched, could
bring the warring parties together,
Inshallah!”’

Read more about Embrace’s mission to
immerse people in the reality of life in
the Holy Land in their January 2019
News Bulletin or go online to
embraceme.org.

The Silliest Commercial?

Prize for the least impressive current
audio commercial on Classic FM easily
goes to Lufthansa for their list of
‘unlikely’ facts. Are you amazed that
there are more bicycles in Beijing than
Amsterdam? Well, no, not really. The
population of Beijing is currently around
21.5 million with an ownership of
around 9 million bikes. Amsterdam
boasts a population of only 813, 562 yet
is home to 881,000 bikes. It’s the
ownership percentage that’s
interesting not the overall numbers. On
those figures everyone in Amsterdam
owns ... bikes and in Beijing just over
half own a bike. Who needs fake news
when you can depend on statistics?
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Meet the Congregation—

On the last day of March in 1966, Germaine was
born to Tony and Diana Smith in the Park
Hospital in Wellingborough. Dad worked in
aviation and Mum worked as a librarian in
Bedford, later moving to the bookshop in the
High Street, Rusden, where most of us
remember her. Germaine has an older sister
Nichola.

One favourite memory from preschool days was

of going to the Tufty Club and learning the Green Cross Code. Germaine
loved the little road, sitting in the ice cream van and ringing the bell, she
remembers being allowed to bring the ice cream van home one day!

Germaine started school at Southend Infant school (now the Full Gospel
Church): she loved the atmosphere there. But the same could not be said
of her time at Chichele School (Rushden Academy): Germaine hated it. The
only things she enjoyed were music and acting, particularly when she
played Gretl von Trapp from The Sound of Music.

Leaving school at sixteen, Germaine did a Community Care Course at
Tresham College. Following that, she worked for ten years as a nanny—in
Northampton, Raunds, Rushden and Hemel Hempstead. It was while
working as a nanny that Germaine became very ill and had to take a whole
year off work. Her muscles seized up and she could barely walk. However,
she used this time to train as a bereavement counsellor and also did a
Christian Listeners course.

Germaine started dating at the age of fourteen but eventually met David on
abusin1994. For their first date they met outside Woolworths in Rushden
High Street. Germaine recalls that she took her big umbrella in case he got
‘out of hand’. They went to the cafe in Hamblin Court and talked so long
that eventually they were asked to leave because they wanted to close!
Five months later, on New Year’s Eve, David proposed. It was the start of a
new year—the beginning of 1995 and everyone knew about it except
Germaine— her mind was on other things!

They were married at St Mary’s in May 1996 by Alan Smith and
honeymooned on Dartmoor. They returned to Rushden to live in David’s
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house on Grangeway. Their first
baby was miscarried, then in 1997
Nathaniel was born. Germaine was
really poorly during this time, so
poorly that Diana had to look after
the new baby for the first four
months. Then Bernadette was born
in 1999. Bernadette has physical
disabilities and Germaine is her 24-
hour carer, which can be very
exhausting. It took until
Bernadette was fourteen years old
to get a proper diagnosis that she is
autistic. During this time they
moved house to Wisteria Close.

Germaine is now on the Pastoral
Care team and is hoping to re-join a
home group now that David’s
working hours are more suitable.
Germaine likes St Mary’s; she thinks
it is a friendly and caring church and
loves the fact they are working very
hard to be more inclusive.

Roving Reporter

SPRING

Person with most influence?
My Dad: he has guided and
encouraged me all through my life.

Hobbies?
Crafting and writing poetry.

Guests to Dinner?
Prince Harry and Meghan.

What would you serve?

| would serve a lovely roast dinner
with a glass of wine
followed by apple pie and custard.

Special Treat?
Spending time with David!

Favourite place?
Rushden Lakes

Proudest Moments?

When our son got his first class
honours degree in Psychology.

Favourite Bible Verse
For God loved the world so much
that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not

die but have eternal life. W2 Ky ﬂ PMm
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Book Reviews
BECOMING by Michelle Obama

This book was top of the best sellers
list just before Christmas. Having read
it I can understand why. Michelle
Obama’s autobiography does not
need to rely on the fame of its author
to attract such a large readership. It
is a first class autobiography.

Within the book are two distinct
autobiographical themes. There is the
interesting and inspirational narrative
of the girl from the South Side of
Chicago who by her diligence at
school and university secured a job as
a well-paid lawyer in a top legal firm,
but who then changed her career to
work at a lower salary in a number of
public service jobs. Along the way she
met and married another lawyer:
Barack Obama. In her 30’s Michelle
was living a life similar to many other
wives of her generation,
balancing family
responsibilities (such as the
school run for her
daughters) with working
part-time and paying the
mortgage. However, what
makes this autobiography
such compelling reading is
her narrative of what
happened next. m

A\

Michelle records how, in a short
space of time, a suburban wife and
mother was swept into a life style
defined by her husband’s political
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career. After Barack’s initial
involvement in local politics he
became a member of the lowa State
Legislature, often working away from
home in the State capital. The
pressures increased further when he
was elected to the US Senate; now
she was the wife of a man who
worked in Washington DC. There
were also new obligations to Michelle
as a Senator’s wife. There were
events to attend in the capital—while
all the time the children needed her
attention back in Chicago.

From day one Michelle accepted the
duties that came to her when Barack
decided to run for the Presidency of
the United States; the months of
campaigning, the personal criticism of
herself and her husband: she endured
it all with good grace.

The last third of the book describes in
insightful detail the life that Michelle
and her family lived during the eight
years that she was First Lady, wife of
the President. The constant presence
of security staff severely restricted
everything that a normal family
would do. In many ways this
is the most interesting part
of her story as Michelle
documents what was an
almost unique way of life for
her and her family for eight
years—with wit, honesty and
openness.

Michelle recalls how she and

MW" Barack were supported by many

people who prayed for them every
day and how they both relied on their
personal faith. In the last chapter of
her autobiography (contp20E)



Mission Matters : Looking at Langham

One aspect of Langham Partnership UK & Ireland’s Literature Programme is
encouraging Christian authors from around the world to write from their own
culture for their own pastors and teachers. One of these is Dr Imad Shehadeh,

author of Langham Global Library title ‘God With Us and Without Us.’

A Palestinian Christian with a doctorate from Dallas Theological Seminary and
post-doctoral studies from the Evangelical Theological Faculty of Leuven,
Belgium and the University of Edinburgh, Dr Shehadeh returned to Jordan and
founded the Jordan Evangelical Theological Seminary (JETS) in 1991.

He says: “My wife, Julia and | have been married since August of 1978. We
began our journey as a team in ministry to college students. Together we have
directed the Cru Training Center for the Middle East, planted three churches...
Together we also struggled through the journey of founding JETS in Amman,
Jordan in 1991. | have been serving as President and Professor of Theology, and
Julia serves as the Spiritual Advisor for women. Julia and | have been blessed
with three sons and three grandchildren. Our sons are heroes for the way they
stood with us through the high cost of establishing JETS in the heart of the
Muslim World.

“JETS targets the 22 Arabic-speaking countries of the
Middle East, Arab Peninsula and North Africa. It acquired a
team of international faculty, skilled administrative staff, and
a board of international evangelical leadership. It offers
bachelor, master and DMin degree programs... Graduates
serve in several Arab countries as well as among Arab
communities in western countries as church and parachurch
planters, pastors, teachers, writers, evangelists, worship leaders, women’s
ministry leaders, and other varied ministries.”

Please pray for Jordan Evangelical Theological Seminary, and
Dr Shehadeh to lead wisely. Pray also for the wider work of Langham
Literature, as it seeks to publish books by Majority World authors.

(cont from 20) Michelle writes, At a time when the political life of
“we managed two terms in office our country is in turmoil it is good to
without a major scandal. We had realise that it is possible for leaders
held ourselves and the people who  to hold the highest office with
worked with us to the highest integrity, with clarity of vision and
standards of ethics and decency...”  with a strong desire to enhance the

well-being of all those they serve.

Tony Smith
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Looking Back at St Mary’s Magazines

50 years ago
March 1969
Calling all ladies at St
Ma r y 6 Bhe annual united
services of the
World Day of Prayer will be
held on Friday March 7 M in
the Park Road Methodist
Church at 2.30pm, and in the
Wellingborough Road Mission
Church at 8pm. This year we
are looking forward to
welcoming Miss Norah Coggan
as our speaker. Miss Coggan,
a sister of the Archbishop
of York, is very well known
for her work in connection
wi th Womends
which she has recently
retired. Since then she has
started organising a
Christian Help telephone
service ... the theme of
this yearbés servic
AiGrowing together
and has been arranged by the
women of Africa. The Rushden
president this year is
Sister le Lerre.
The magazine  will continue
to be looked after by Mr.
and Mrs. Muncey. Copy for
the April magazine should
reach them by March 18
Distribution date, March
28",
St
1969

Wo

Actio

th

Mar yods

Magazine:

25 years ago
March 1994
Stop Press * Stop Press *
Stop Press *

m éNawdhgar this! Now hear
this! | bring to your
attention that 1 st
[ St Peter ds]
some great news i the
highest award in guides that
can be obtained, the Baden
Powell Award which has been
gained by Jenny Embling and
Claire Henderson. | hope,
like our Guide Company you
feel justly proud and pardon
our boastfulness as we shout

n odr lowd wongratulations to
these two guides whose hard
work for this award no
denies ...

From newly appointed Guide
Leader Mrs Molly Irvine and

e heér sewly appointed

i rLieu@hantj Miss Raren

Haydon.

Lent Lunches ... arranged by

the Rushden Council of

Churches will be available

each Wednesday in Lentin St

Maryds Church Hall

noon i 1.15pm. All donations

will go to Christian Aid.

Grapevine: the magazine of

St Maryds & St

Rushden with Newton

Bidraswaldy March 1994

Rushden
Gui des

- one

Peter

)8 ‘. o .-‘._.'I’J;::
- 3 R
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' i 0 H & 5 S
agy 3 2 3 SHR !
V I k k I O S Accidlent oilness can strigat any t'ime.' ¢ u g
Be Your Own Kind of Beautiful If you suffer a loss of capacity to
make decisions, what safeguards to protect
fir, Nalls, Wasing, Ear piescing, Epeiashes | | Bl ol D eyt o
C2NJ O2yURSyalf I ROAOSP zy
@ 07766 501547 /2yl OG dA G2RE& G2 + NNI ya
S ie. Home visits available { G SLIK Sy -rvdioloh yna c H
CARPETS Net Atfair Home
FURNITURE Furnis hings
BEDS bespoke curtains - blinds
cushions - nets - fabrics
ca m clething alterations
2 HIGHAM RD, RUSHDEN ” xﬁ 2
01733 410504 81993 220083 120, HighSt, RUSHDEN
01925411000
P. G. SAVAGE 1= Flowers for aff occasions
PAPERHANGING PAINTERS & o ard gifts, chocoldes . ..
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR DECORATORS ‘ g
PAINTING OVER 25 YEARS :\ \)‘L Mﬁ, )
FREE Estimates & Advice Given EXPERIENCE  37a High 5t, Fushden
Reliable Service m933 315840
01933 316278 ; .
; Because dyie s Aways in Hoom
10, Wymington Rd, Rushden, Northants info@inh loombiz £ oxk

“Award Winning :
H()me 3 ‘ s Care” PO
Ir]\te(.l ' " from Ihr to 24hrs :-J; '
a day, seven days _4i;

a week.

Principal $ervlcos. include: We Are Cu rrently

* Home Help Services

e Personal Care RECI‘UItIng In ThIS Area

* Companionship

Caregivers wanted to assist our clients have

* Specialist Dementia & fun and improve their quality of life. Must be
A!z"f’me's Care friendly, cheerful and dependable. Flexible and

* Respite & Holiday Cover part-time hours available. Good rates of pay

* Convalescence and full training provided.

Specialists in providing older people with nen medical care in their own homes

Calluson 01933 678775

www.homeinstead.co.uk/eastnorthants Wellingborough NNB 6G 2




Lent is the name
given to the 40 days
before Easter and

is a time to pray, '

to read the bible REPENT
and to turn to God.

The first day of Lent

is Ash Wednesday,

a day to repent and

During Lent read through 53y sorry to God for
the Gospel of Luke and thz W o};u g things

each day pray for God to :
help you become more W have said or

like Jesus thought or done.
PWRPWORDORGF
I SCRIPTUREOO =
TOOALREADFDR o
ERKYDITHELPT
MREMEMBERERY
PYFORGIVECED
TSLENTNRJTPA
ASHWEDNESDAY
TWORSHIPUERS
IEJESUSESNHDIHHHH
OFASTHINKYEY
NIBIBLETGIVE |[=Y—

Can you find these words in the word search above?
LENT « ASH WEDNESDAY + FORTY DAYS
JESUS + WILDERNESS « TEMPTATION * PRAY « FAST
DENY « REPENT « SORRY * FORGIVE « GIVE * HELP PRAY
PREPARE * REFLECT * THINK « READ * SCRIPTURE
BIBLE « WORD « REMEMBER « WORSHIP « GOD

o

Mar19 © deborah noble « parishpump.co.uk



Crossword No 354

2

ACROSS 1

4 5 6 7

1 Nonconformist
chapel (8)

5 Of the ear (4)

9 Hallowe’en (3,7,3)
10 The --- of

Solomon (4)

11 Play by
G B Shaw (7)
13 -- Clark, singer (6)
14 West Indian
music (6)
17 Settlement (7)

19 Eternal - (4)
21 Baptismal

20

presents (7,6)

2 ~log(4)
23 Graveyard (8)

22

DOWN

23

1 Ruth’s husband (4)

2 ‘------- the greatness of the
Lord’, (hymn) (4,3,2,4)

3 Any of the four Gospels (7)

4 Deltic (anag.), civil wrong (6)

6 “------my shepherdis’, (hymn)
(3:4,2/4)

7 Ancient Israeli port (8)

8 Esau, Jacob or Thomas (4)

12 January 6th (8)

15 Outshine (7)

16 Greek goddess (6)

18 17th OT book (abbrev.)

(4)
20 Pale (4)

Solution to Crossword No 353
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Property Development and Maintenance

Whatever your project, from a leaking tap to a
full renovation, From design through to

campletion, we are here.

All aspects of:
Kitchens and bathroom refits, plumbing and

electrics, decking and landscaping. full

renovations and more..

All our work is of the highest possible quality
and with a one year labour guarantee.

Free call outs and no obligation estimates
james@gpdm.co.uk
07735564419 / 01933 384767

Find us on nScarch GPDM

Hadley Woodland Management
hedge trimming
pruning - tree removal
seasoned woodland logs
hedge & tree planting
small woodland
management
& conservation

heating, tiling, plastering, carpentry and joinery,

£5 million
public liability
insurance
Rushden based

v

John Hadley  tel: 07973 828897

email: jjhadley71@gmail.com

Clasr
@EE@@M@
Brian Howard
Mobile: 07789 717176
Phone; 0B00 0614334

Emad: brianBclearanddesnwindowcleaning.co,uk
www.clearanddleanwindowcieaning.co uk

@ Driveway/Patio Cleaning [NEW!) ()

D - Carpet Cleaning A
¢ Window Cleaning Q)
A Gutter Cleaning @)
Conservatory Cleaning
' : o
A Solar Panel Cleaning :
-y A
— Fascia Cleaning (9
Fa YL 3 2 RBadbank Mews
s Raunds
THERMO NNS 8G8

EPLEIERE. ™.

ADVANCLD TECHNOLOCY

Barry Miller

GENTLEMENGS6S HAI R
40-42, HIGH STREET SOUTH RUSHDE

6 FULL TIME STYLISTS
Walk in or for appointments ring

01933 356483
PARKING
OPPOSITE

J B NOBLE

OPTICIANS
Est 1963

Affordable
Family Eye Care
Celebrating 55 years in our community
We have moved to
89 High St, Rushden
NN10 ONZ

312551

www.nobleopticians.co.uk
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A ABBOTT

PERSONAL FUNERAL DI
BEDFORD ROAD, RUSHDEN

‘Owned and operated by
the Abbott family for four generations’

Tel : Rushde
HOUR SERVI CE T(

1

£ & J OOBLSON

ECTORS
Plumbing, Heaifng& Gar Englneery

Bodler Servclog
Bathroomr & Showers

3 1 2 hythvhassron

At &7 738 BE B Por 07927 163 039

24
Private Chapel OfEEu%l&:ﬁlﬁﬁﬁ etcom
Service Chapel, lﬂpx
Memorial displ ayl] . F“f' BE'JI?EE/
Prmai d pl ans Estv&5 |
www.abbottfunerals.co.uk / S
info@abbottfunerals.co.uk | RECOMMENCED TR
P W. HOUSE RUSHDEN SCHOOL
_ OF MOTORING Tel: 312874
54, High Stre T h § | 4 Hall Avenue, Rushden, NN10 9ET
A . Di st Practical and theory tuition
Eg ? h g \e/ 2 ? S 6 g a m; Jewe }F in manual and automatic cars
y Probably Rushdends ol desjt
Tel 418877 driving school: 1957 -2019

PETER TOMA

Comprehensive GI af
Boarding Up & Pr o
Property Mainte
Garage Doors 1In

Tel 35968
PETER DRA

Phot ographi

R J Smith & Son

§ Shoe Repairs
§ Engraving
§ Gifts
Locksmiths
Watch Straps &
Batteries
4 Hamblin Court

§
§

* PASSPORT PH
BINOCULARS * TELESCOPES Rushden NN 10 QRU
6 5, Hi gh St , Tel: 01933 358541
4199009 WWW. r j-s onin t d

Hollis Brothers

High class butchers

44 Duck St. Rushden
357763

Barnes Tree Services
Al'l types of treseg

S
01933 356205

Friendly, personal service

27


mailto:info@abbottfunerals.co.uk

Belfry Gossip

We continue to ring for our Sunday morning Services, which has been
boosted with Pam now back to ringing, and recently seeing Vlad again after
recent work commitments prevented him from coming.

Our Annual Belfry meeting, mentioned last time, has now taken place,
kindly hosted by Jim and Sarah. We reviewed 2018 with Minutes and
Reports of our last year's activities. None of our officers indicated they
could no longer continue, and they were re-elected to their posts. We aim
to keep the bells ringing each Sunday, as well as ring quarter peals for

St George's Day, two special anniversaries, and ring for any other notable
events, not forgetting to progress ourselves. We will again be joining with
the Branch Outing instead of having one of our own, and a BBQ will be in
July at Simon and Cathy's. After the meeting, refreshments were consumed
while chatting together. We are always pleased to advertise bell ringing in
the hope of attracting some new learners to the Art, but no definite plans
were made.

The Wellingborough Branch of ringers have held a practice at Wollaston

(6 bells) and the main event of the AGM at Finedon (8) which took the
normal format of ringing, service, tea, meeting and then more ringing.
Several members who had died during the year were remembered during
the service. At the meeting 2018 was reviewed with Reports of our year's
activities. Five new members were then elected into the branch and a First
Peal Certificate was presented. The election of Branch Officers included
retaining three of St Mary's ringers in the positions they previously held, so
we are still well represented. A programme of ringing and social events for
the next year was presented and
discussed, and with only one
amendment, was accepted subject to
locations being available when required.
News and other information from around
the branch, and thanks to everyone for
coming, concluded the meeting. More
ringing at Finedon took place before
liquid refreshments concluded the day.

Tintinn
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Diary

March
Friday: 2pm—Women’s World Day of Prayer at the Salvation Army
Saturday: 10am—12noon—Jumble Sale in the Church Hall
Wednesday: 7.30pm— Ash Wednesday Service at St Peter’s Rushden
Wednesday: 12noon—Lent Lunch in the Church Hall
Wednesday: 1.00pm—Lenten Meditation in the Church
Wednesday: 2.15pm--St Mary’s Ladies’ Group in the Church Hall: AGM
Saturday: 9.30-12noon—Who Let The Dads Out? in the Church Hall
Saturday: 9.30-4pm—Bishop’s Bible Day at Northampton High School
Wednesday: 12noon—Lent Lunch in the Church Hall
Wednesday: 1.00pm—Lenten Meditation in the Church
Thursday: 7.45pm—Prayer, Praise & Presence in the Church
Saturday: 7.30pm— FOSM “Bangers & Mash” evening
Sunday: 12.30pm— Bring & Share Lunch with Brian & Val Hodgkin
Wednesday: 12noon—Lent Lunch in the Church Hall
Wednesday: 1.00pm—Lenten Meditation in the Church

Wednesday: 7.30pm—St Peter’s Newton Bromswold Annual Vestry
and APCM in St Peter’s Church

Friday: 10.30am—Chile with Chilli: CMS Meeting at Rushden St Peter’s

(see pg 12)
April

Tuesday: 7.30pm—St Mary’s Annual Vestry and APCM in the Church

Wednesday: 12noon—Lent Lunch in the Church Hall

Wednesday: 1.00pm—Lenten Meditation in the Church

Thursday: 7.00pm—DEF Meeting at St Peter’s Church Rushden (see pg 12)

Wednesday: 12noon—Lent Lunch in the Church Hall

Wednesday: 1.00pm—Lenten Meditation in the Church

Wednesday: 2.15pm--St Mary’s Ladies’ Group in the Church Hall:
Tricia Bailey, Postmistress

13 & 14 Saturday & Sunday: 2-4pm— Cowslip & Fritillary Days at St Peter’s

Newton Bromswold (see pg 13)

15-17 Easter Holiday Club

17
17

Wednesday: 12noon—Lent Lunch in the Church Hall

Wednesday: 1.00pm—Lenten Meditation in the Church
29



St Mary’s Gardeners’ News

You may ask yourself “What do the gardeners do in the winter?” The
answer is “not a lot”! But over the last few weeks we have managed to
put the world to rights quite a few times during our long refreshment
breaks.

At the beginning of January, we took all the Christmas decorations down
and, for those who remember Linnet’s quiz, there were 67 baubles on the
tree. The lanterns were taken down and re-candled ready for next
Christmas. We hope you are impressed with our organisation.

In preparation for the new storage facility we have attempted to sort out
the shed. Mick was pleased to be able to take “stuff” to the tip. However,
There is still along way to go before we put it all into the new “shed”.

Garden-wise not a lot has been done. We have cut down some brambles
near the Wheatsheaf and inspected the grass we set last year (several
times). We are pleased to report that it is now growing, although there
are lots of weeds.

We have spent two weeks tidying and sweeping under the pews. It’s sur-
prising what we found under them. The £1.75 we found was put into the
Grapevine box just to confuse Peter. The pens and pencils will be put to
good use but the sweets and water bottle were disposed of. According to
an article | read, the cleaners at Castle Howard sweep up around two tons
of dust a year. | think we swept up about half a pound.

Having looked back at the first gardening reports of 2009, it is now the
time for us to start pruning the rose trees and the fuchsias. Even with
good weather this will take us several weeks.
By then, with warmer weather, the weeds will
start to grow and so our never-ending task
will begin.

Thanks to Ken Apted, we have some
snowdrops growing. But it will be many years
before we catch up with Chelveston which

b | visited recently— and that really is a lovely
sight. It is well worth a visit.

Bob Bates
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SerV|ces for March 2019

St Mard's St Pet er

Rushden Newton Bromswold
3 March - Sunday before Lent
9.30am All Age Holy Communion 10.00am Family Service
11.15am Morning Prayer

6.00pm Evening Worship
10 March - First Sunday of Lent

9.30am All Age Service 10.00am Pete’s Pack
11.15am Holy Communion
6.00pm Evening Prayer 3.00pm Evening Prayer

17 March - Second Sunday of Lent
9.30am All Age Service

11.15am Morning Prayer 10.00am Family Communion
6.00pm Holy Communion
24 March - Third Sunday of Lent

9.30am Informal Fourth Sunday Service  10.00am Pete’s Pack
11.15am Morning Prayer
6.00pm Reflective Evening Worship 3.00pm Holy Communion

31 March - Fourth Sunday of Lent—Mothering Sunday
9.30am Mothering Sunday Service

10.00am Mothering Sunday

11.15am Morning Prayer Service

6.00pm Evening Prayer

Also Weekdays @ St Mary’s
Mondays 10.00am Bumps & Babes @ Church - every week in term time
Thursdays 10.30am -- Holy Communion [BCP] - every week
Third Thursday of the month - 7.45pm - Prayer, Praise & Presence
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Prayer 4
Praises rJ
10 Presence




